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The universal cry from the back seat can come to the office when one is running a SAS job that takes tens of seconds and one doesn’t want to monitor the computer to see when the job has ended. On a Windows computer, a simple SAS step can be used to give an audible warning of the end of the submitted block of code. The step

DATA _NULL_;

   Do i = 200 to 2500 by 250  ;

        j + 25;

        call sound(i,j); * the first term is the frequency, the second is the duration;
   end;

run;

gives a series of rising tones whose duration increases with each iteration.

For my general use, I placed this code in a macro which I called Soundoff and placed this in my Autoexec.SAS file so that it is available in any SAS session. To use it, I stick a   %Soundoff wherever I want a warning. While I have never felt the need, in a really long job one could use a series of these steps but make each one distinctive so one could audibly monitor the job’s progress while getting a cup of coffee or whatever. 

The following is a slightly more ambitious example of using Call Sound. I cannot recall who sent me the original so I have truncated the code considerably in order to give just a taste:

%let _e = 50; *e=eighth note;
%let _w = 400; *w=whole note;
%let _2w = 600; *2w =2 whole notes strung together;
%let F4  = 349.228;

%let G4  = 391.995;

%let EF4 = 311.127;

%let D4  = 293.665;

data _null_;

 call sound(&g4. ,&_e);

 call sound(&g4. ,&_e);

 call sound(&g4. ,&_e);

 call sound(&ef4.,&_w);

 call sleep(.2,1);

 call sound(&f4.,&_e);

 call sound(&f4.,&_e);

 call sound(&f4.,&_e);

 call sound(&d4.,&_2w);

 call sleep(.2,1);

 run;

For those on other systems or for Windows users who want notification out of hearing range of their computer, possibilities include having the machine send an email or a tweet. There are too many options to try to cover email today but Phil Rack posted the following text message solution on SAS/L. He uses Cingular and faked his telephone number. 
FILENAME mail EMAIL "5555551234@mobile.mycingular.net"

              SUBJECT="A message from the SAS System";

data _null_;

  file mail;

  PUT "Your job crashed! Please get your ass back to the office ASAP.";

  PUT "!EM_SEND!";

run;

